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Pacificans
By DanG 

Description and Background Notes 
Status.  Federation Member.
Though they call themselves the Selkie, the rest of the Federation generally knows them as Pacificans, after their home planet Pacifica.
Pacifica is a world that is mostly water, with a very few, small island masses. As a result the Selkie themselves have an unusual lifestyle, first being amphibious then as they grow older becoming fully aquatic only capable of breathing water for the rest of their lives. 

	Pacifican

	Attributes: 

Fitness 2 [5] 
Coordination 3 [5] 

Intellect 2 [5]

Presence 2 [5]
Psi  0 [5]
Skills: 

Athletics (Swimming) 2 (3) 

Culture (Selkie) 2 (3) 

History (Selkie) 1 (2) 

Language; Selkie 2 
Sciences, Planetary (Oceanography) 1 (2)

Sciences, Any (Choose Specialisation) 1 (2)

Typical Advantages/Disadvantages: 

Amphibious +3
Curious +1

Sense of Direction +1



	New Advantage.

Amphibious +3.

The character is fully amphibious, able to live and survive in and out of water.  When underwater (based on conditions similar to their home world’s aquatic environment) , the character requires no special breathing apparatus and under normal conditions no special equipment.  And as such would not suffer damage from drowning. 

This amphibious nature also negates the +1 penalty for actions taken underwater, as the character would be fully accustomed to the environment, this would remain true even if the Pacifican Character were wearing breathing apparatus in an alien ocean.


As they are water breathing beings, special suits are created for the Selkie that keeps them hydrated at all times so their skin does not dry out as well as keeping them fully oxygenated. Most Selkie find this uncomfortable, however, and as a result typically do not join the Starfleet, but will use the suit when discussing and meeting with land breathers. 

Pacificans themselves have been invaluable in oceanic research as being one of the few species that can dive deeply under water and explore the furthest reaches that modern conveniences have trouble with. The planet Pacifica is also home to the top Federation Oceanography institutes.

Selkie often exhibit a natural curiosity and are typically drawn to the sciences, though because of their exhibited sense of freedom, they are also attracted to navigation, as with the USS Titan's navigational officer Aili Lavena. 

In 2365 the Selkie were instrumental in bringing their fellow aquatic race the Antedeans into the Federation after two Antedean dignitaries were brought to Pacifica by the USS Enterprise-D. 

Physiology
Selkies spend the early part of their lives (thirty-five years on average) as amphibians, able to breath air through a lung, or in water through a pair of gill crests on top of their heads. At some point in childhood, young Selkies begin to develop spiny fins. This is also their fertile period, when they bear and raise children. 

At the end of this amphibious stage, the lung atrophies and becomes a simple air sac, incapable of sustaining the body's needed oxygen levels. At this time, the Selkie becomes fully aquatic, living underwater and able only to visit the surface for brief periods without the aid of a hydration suit or other breathing apparatus. At this same time, the individual Selkie will lose much of its body fat, and the female's four breasts will become flattened, proving greater ease in swimming. 
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Culture.
Selkies are polygamous, taking numerous sexual partners to conceive children with. The mother raises all her children, while the male will remain part of the family unit for only a limited period before moving on. In their fertile years, Selkie are expected only to mate for reproductive purposes, and recreational sex is frowned upon. Because of this cultural taboo, some amphibious Selkie seek out sexual partners in the off-world enclaves of Pacifica, with partners who are unaware of these social strictures.
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